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The recently published ULB Policy on the use of Al in teaching contexts invites lecturers to embrace
the use of Al in their teaching in a productive way and one which contributes to learning (ULB, 2024).
This presentation explores one such initiative in the context of an EMI (English Medium Instruction)
course. Research suggests that generative Al potentially holds a number of productive functions in
university-level second-language writing including: the facilitation of new ideas; immediate feedback
on grammar and vocabulary; enhanced selfcorrection by students; reduced anxiety (Curle 2023, Tang,
2023). Yet at the same time, it presents possible problems including the potential to produce
ineffective text, problematic or plagiarised content (Kleinemann, 2023). As such, when teaching
academic writing, instructors need to conceptualise the shifts in the traditional writing process that
Al prompts, as well as understanding how students perceive and use such tools.

This presentation explores the integration of Chat GPT into a writing exercise in an EMI research
Master’s course at the ULB. Tracking the work of 5 students, it traces the evolution of their texts (pre-
and post-Chat GPT) in terms of grammatical accuracy, range and accuracy of the lexis, coherence,
cohesion and content). This is underpinned by an analysis of their Chat GPT prompts and
supplemented by a feedback questionnaire about the students’ (and the teacher’s) sense of the
function and effectiveness of Chat GPT as a tool to enhance their writing. The presentation concludes
with reflections on how Al writing tools can be used to teach students to become more capable
writers and how this process might integrate with more traditional approaches to writing.
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